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Studies, a non-profit research and educational institute located in Davis, California. The Working
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and support policy-oriented research on rural labor and poverty in California; (2) to bring together
academics, activists and policy-makers, both to define the research agenda and to carry on a
continuing dialogue over policies; (3) to encourage, fund and assist organizational development and
action-oriented research in rural California community groups; (4) to act as a clearinghouse for infor-
mation on rural labor and poverty in the West. A library and other resources available to the public
are maintained at CIRS in Davis.

The Working Group publishes a newsletter, Rural California Report, which is available free of
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in Rural California
J, Edward Taylor
lllegal Immigrants, California Agriculture and the Mexican Econom
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California Farmworker Housing
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I. INTRODUCTION

California’s demography and its cultural and linguistic landscape are becoming progressively
more Latino, a trend most noticeable in metropolitan areas.! Less recognized, but as pro-
found, is a corresponding transformation of many rural towns and the creation of ethnic
enclaves in them - the proximate cause of which is increased migration between Latin
America and California. In this paper we address curent anthropological insights into the
relationship of migraton and immigration between underdeveloped and dedeveloped areas
of Latin America, especially Mexico, and parts of rural California. We also define a unit of
analysis that we call the transnational community. Transnational communities are formed by
movements of people among international locations as they respond to the imperatives of
labor markets and their own economic life conditons. We give special attention to labor,
class, ethnicity, and enclavement within transnational communities as well as to the formation
of households, and issues of gender, and human rights; we discuss the effects of policy ema-
nating from the institutions of the state on the people of these communities and the means
through which people seek to empower themselves; we suggest ways in which their efforts
can be enhanced by support from academic research and policy recommendations; and we
propose areas requiring addidonal ethnographic research. A central concept here is that
class, residential, and ethnic differentdation in rural California towns are the result of proc-
esses that transcend the boundaries of state and nation. This is a concept that questions the
saliency of the nation-state as a theoretical entity capable of explaining the complex world in
which migrants find themselves, indeed the world in which we in California live.

The value of the comprehensive anthropological approach we bring to issues of enclave-
ment, ethnicity, household formation, gender, and human rights and to an analytic assess-
ment of the transnational communites is that it encompasses the disparate and partial per-
spectives of economics, politcs, sociology, psychology, and history. By theorizing the transna-
tional community, we are consciously proposing an alternative to the local socio-spatial entity
usually called "community” in functionalist and structural social science discourse.?

Community in the latter sense implies a bounded space inhabited by a more or less coherent
core population with ongoing social relations, a “‘shared way of life,” and an internally consis-
tent set of beliefs, values, and rules which govern the lives of all. As Rouse notes from a
“post-modemn’’ perspective on social space

the heterogeneides and complexities of the worlds we actually encounter
are normally understood in terms of either superficial interactions between
distinct comrnunities or transiional moments in the movement from one
form of integrity and order to another (Rouse n.d.a:4).

Yet the experiences of rural Mexicans as they move within different geographic and social
spaces in both Mexico and the United States and the very nature of the global economy in
which they are embedded suggests that these conventional means of representing their
world and our own have outgrown their usefulness. Therefore, we define the transnational
communities with which we are concerned as having enclaves within rural California made up
of people who do share common fearures such as a low incidence of English as a first
language, a high ratio of noncitizens [0 citizens, a high percentage of households relying
primarily on farm labor for their reproduction, low income, and a high incidence of infants,
children and women who are medically at nsk. These enclaves also have high percentages






