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Rural California Report is a quarterly publi-
cation of the California Institute For Rural
Studies (CIRS). For over 20 years CIRS has
conducted research and outreach aimed at im-
proving lives, conditions and economies of
rural areas. The mission of CIRS is to work
toward a society that is socially just, economi-
cally sustainable and ecologically balanced.
To achieve this goal, we conduct policy re-
search that takes an integrated approach to
issues affecting rural communities, rural
economies and rural environments.
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Is there a clear choice between organic and conventional food?
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“Popular education builds on the experience, accu-
mulated knowledge and insight of participants.”
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“The national regulatory
framework that has been em-
braced by the organic industry
may be inappropriate for achiev-
ing broader agro-ecological and
social goals.”
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“California and the federal government simply
cannot continue to turn their backs on the goal
of universal health insurance.”
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Figure 1.  Doctor and Dentist Visits Over a Two-year 
Period
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“I observed several instances of
Mixtec workers from Oaxaca,
Mexico not receiving the attention
they needed. ”
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�  Organic Production in California: Ideal and Real,
Julie Guthman , 2001, 37 p., cost: $14.00.
The first social science study of organic agriculture in
California. The report examines the development and
contemporaray character of the California organic sector, the
influence of existing and proposed regulatory structures, and
key patterns and trends in producer practices.

�� From Oaxaca to Ontario:  Mexican Contract Labor
in Canada and the Impact at Home, Catherine Colby,
1997, 39 p., cost: $14.00.
A study of Canada’s Caribbean Commonwealth and Mexican
Seasonal Agricultural Workers Program. Using an indigenous
community in rural Oaxaca, this comparative study examines
the impact of contract labor migration to Canada versus the
impact of labor migration to the United States and Mexico City.
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�� Forum for Transnational Employ-
ment, A Dialogue on Alternatives to the
Status Quo in Immigrant-Labor Domi-
nated  Industries, 2001, 97 p., cost: $20.00
This publication represents the capstone of a
series of immigration and civic policy work-
shops sponsored on behalf of the Central Val-
ley Partnership for Citizenship, a learning col-
laborative of non-profit groups working to-
wards increasing civic participation and natu-
ralization among immigrants in the Central Val-
ley. It features papers concerning alternatives
to the status quo in immigrant-labor dominated
industries.
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